. Furthermore, the HB9 homeodomain is only 38-58% identical to the maor classes of mammalian and Drosophila homeodomains. HB9 lacks the conserved pentapeptide IYPWM found in front of the homeodomain of many homeobox genes (4) . Outside the homeodomain region, HB9 does not share any significant homology with other homeodomain proteins with the exception of some similarity to the murine HOX 2.6 protein (5).
By our studies of expression, HB9 is likely to have an important role in regulating gene transcription in activated lymphocytes as well as in a limited number of developing tissues.
